
BINGHAMTON UNIVERSITY 

MINUTES OF THE September 23, 2013 MEETING OF THE GRADUATE COUNCIL 

 

PLACE:  Couper Administrative Building - Room148  
 
PRESIDING: Susan Strehle, Interim Vice Provost and Dean of the 

Graduate School 
 
MEMBERS: David Bartine, Karen Bromley, Subimal Chatterjee, 

Shelley Dionne, Norah Henry, Gerald Kutcher, Adam 
Laats, Kristina Lambright, Susan Lu, Kenneth 
McLeod, Sara Reiter, Omowunmi Sadik, Pamela 
Smart, Steven Tammariello, Timothy Singler 

 
EX OFFICIO 
MEMBERS: Sarah Lam, Paul Parker, Mary Beth Curtin, Elizabeth 

Brown 
 
GSO  
Representative:  Samantha Fox 
 
GUEST:  Ben Fordham 
 
EXCUSED/ABSENT: Serdar Atav, Cassandra Bransford, George Catalano, 

Nicholas Kaldis, Chuck Nelson, Benita Roth, Libby 
Tucker, Kelly Wemette, Linda Wong 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER: 

Dean Susan Strehle called the meeting to order at 3:02 pm. 

II. FIRST ORDER OF BUSINESS 

The university met its enrollment target for this fall, with 16,000 students for the first time 
ever.  There are 129 more graduate students this fall than there were last fall.  This is all part 
of the SUNY 2020 plan to add 2000 students, of which 400 are to be graduate students; the 
additional tuition revenue will pay for 150 new faculty members, some of them currently 
being recruited.     
 

III. MINUTES 

The minutes of the May 6, 2013 Graduate Council Meeting were approved with two small 
changes – Sara Reiter has been added to the attendee list, and Junghyun Cho’s duplicate 
entry was removed from the attending list. 
 

IV.  COMMITTEES 

Academic Standards Committee The committee has not yet met. 
 



Advisory Committee for Scholarship and Research This committee had a summer retreat 
on July 25, 2013.  It now has a faculty chair for the first time in a number of years, Ken Chiu 
from Computer Science.  ACSR is made up of graduate council members, with others 
appointed by the vice president for research; all chairs of the TAE committees have been 
invited to join as Ex-Officio members this year because some of the funding that has come 
through the Roadmap initiative is allocated to the TAE’s to develop interdisciplinary 
collaborative grants. ACSR will work with sub committees from those TAEs to review, rank 
and award.  In addition, part of the summer work involved looking at the present 
interdisciplinary grants program guidelines, which will be updated this year, and at Organized 
Research Centers.  There will be a call for new organized research centers this fall with 
some new guidelines, due out next month.   
 
Budget Advisory Committee This committee has not met. 
  
Clark Fellowship Committee This committee has not met. 
 
Curriculum Committee The committee met on September 16, 2013.  It considered two 
course proposals for permanent courses.  It passed one of the two courses, which is thereby 
approved for Graduate Council. The other course is Political Science 655 – Political Science 
Colloquium.  The curriculum committee had a number of questions about the course, a 0 
credit course designed to bring students to the colloquium.  Ben Fordham, the chair of 
Political Science, attended the meeting to describe the course and answer questions.  The 
discussion focused on whether it is wise to offer a zero credit course in order to secure 
ample room space to hold the colloquium.  The interim dean agreed to approve the course 
offering as an experimental course for a second semester while the question of pursuing a 
room can be reviewed with the registrar.  
 
In addition, there were two letters of intent to establish new programs at the university.  The 
Letter of Intent (LOI) is a document that announces to the SUNY system that the campus 
intends to develop a proposal.  The president has announced the intent to develop a 
Pharmacy school.  This involves the creation of a school which will have a dean, an 
admissions officer, a faculty and will eventually admit 60 students per year.  Students in this 
program will be in the program for 4 years and will pay medical school level 1 tuition, which is 
currently $23,500 per year.  The program is projected to begin in 2017 in a renovated 
Science II.  Several questions were raised relative to accreditation, cost/expenditure, 
budgets, etc.  
 
The second letter of intent is for master’s degrees in Sustainable Communities.  Within 3 to 4 
years, work on concepts related to sustainability is likely to expand throughout the university; 
therefore, having a degree in it is a good idea.  It has been proposed that it should be offered 
as both an MA and an MS depending on the background and focus of the students involved   
 
Student Affairs Committee This committee has not met.  
 
Strategic Planning Committee This committee has not met. 

 

V. NEW BUSINESS 
The interim dean reported on admissions and enrollments.  Graduate enrollment today is 
3,070.  The pledge for SUNY 2020 said that Binghamton would grow by an additional 400 
graduate students, above the 3,100 we had in 2010.  We lost about 200 the next year, and 



we have been gaining back enrollments ever since; but we are 30 short of where we started, 
so we need 430 additional graduate students.   
 
Some of the increase requires new program development, and pharmacy students will make 
up a huge portion of the numbers we need.  Harpur College can bring in a few students here 
and there, but can’t readily increase by 100 students.  The Graduate School of Education 
has a hard time increasing, with teaching jobs down.  CCPA has accreditation issues that 
make increases difficult, and management is under some of that same accreditation 
pressure.   
 
In hiring 150 new faculty, the campus has not added funding for additional graduate student 
stipends, though we will fund rising tuition costs. A doctoral student costs roughly 30 to 40 
thousand dollars, which makes them relatively expensive as teachers. Master’s students’ 
enrollments are logically the group that we need to expand now. Binghamton has 
proportionately fewer master’s students than most other research universities of its size, and 
this makes sense given our history.  As the smallest doctoral granting university in SUNY, we 
were urged put our resources in doctoral education, and we did – at the expense of master’s 
programs. Now we need to get creative and inventive about how we create incentives for 
master’s enrollment.  In the absence of funding for enrollment growth, it’s unclear how that 
can be created, but this is the puzzle that we need to solve.    

 
VI.    ADJOURNMENT  

The meeting was adjourned at 4:05 after a motion by Norah Henry and seconded by Karen 
Bromley. 
 
     _____________________________ 

     Minutes recorded by Melissa Spencer, 
     Secretary to the Interim Vice Provost and Dean 
     of the Graduate School  


